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Pſal. 9. v. 12. Teach us O Lord to number aur 
ys, that we may apply our hearts to Miſdome. 

Iſa. 14. v. 6. A voice ſaid cry, and he ſaid what 

all 1cry, all fl-ſh is graſs, v. 8. The graß withe- 
erh, the flower fadeth , but the word of God ſhall 


and for ever. 
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FETT ST 
The Godly mans Requeſt. 


hal. go, v. 12. Teach us O Lord to number 
our days that we may apply our hearts to 
Wiſdome. 


ſaiah 40. v. 6. A voice ſaid cry, and he ſaid 
| what ſhall I cry, all fleſh is graſs, and v. 8. 
the graſs withereth , the flower fadeth, but 
the Word of our God ſhall ſtand for ever. 


| His Pſalm was compiled by Moſes 
aspou map ſee by the Title at 

what time the ſpies returned from 

the Landof Canaan , and God fo: 
hemurmuring of the people pzonounced that 
Wl which were above twenty years old ſhould 
ie in the wilderneſs , except Calib and Jo- 
aua that encouraged their bzethzen to go 
Ito Canaan, now when Moſes heard the ſen- 
ence of death pꝛonounted againſt Himſelf, 
d all the jews, which came out of Egypt, 
cept only two, Calib and Joſhua, that all 
ould die bcfoze they came to the land which 
Az thep 
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they fought , he pꝛayeth thus fo) himſelf an | 


the reſt, Teach us O Lord to number our 
dayes, that we may apply our hearts unto 
Wiſdome. 

That is ſœ ing we muſt ner ds dye, teach us 

to think of our death (that we map die in thy 
fear , to live fo! ever in thy favour , ſhew- 
ing us howthe conſidcration of our moztali 
ty, will make us apply our hearts to godli- 
neſs, therefoze Moſes thinking of his death 
runucth to Wiſdome as a remedp again 
death, which intimates to us that the feer of 
God is the beginning of wiſdome , therefo!e 
we muſt come to ſome ſcholmaſtcr which 
teacheth us like John Baptiſt what we ſhould 
do, that we may g:ow in knowledge as we 
gꝛow in pears, 
Teach me to number my days (ſaith Moles) 
that I may apply my heart to Wiſdome. As 
à man that hath a (ct time for his task liſtens 
to the Clock and counts his hours, ſo we have 
a ſet time to ſerve God, John g. v. 4. Wok 
while it is day, the nigꝭ t cometh when no mar 
can work, 

That is this life is the day wherein vie 
ſhould work, what work we have to do the 
Apoftle tells us (ork out your ſalvation) 
this is a long task, therckote we have need ts 

numbet 
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| Mans Requelt, 3 
umber dur dapes not to loſe'a minute 
eaſt we be benighted befoze our wozk be 
tone (Teach me O LORD to number my 
lays, &c. 

That is, that we map ſtill be numbzing 
Md counting our dapes, and Hours, and mis 
nutes, to ſee how faſt we vie, that every dap 
md hour we may learn ſomething of wil- 
ume, unleſs we think upon death we cannot 
ation our ſel ves to a godly life, though we 
vere as well inſtructed as Moſes, this we 


ind dayly in our ſelves, that the foꝛgetkul⸗ 


neſs ol death, makes us applpour hearts un⸗ 
u folly and pleaſure and voluptuouſneſs, that 
contrary to his advice (work your ſalvati⸗ 


on) we wozk our damnation, we are ſo far 


from numbzing our dapes, that we do not 
number our weeks, noꝛ our months, noz our 
fears, muchleſs number our dayes, Oh my 


| beloved friends and Chriſtians, who ſhall be 
| peſent at the reading of this little bok » mp 


fapers ſhall be to the throne of Gzace , Thar 
ve may be ſo taught to number our dayes 
that we may apply our hearts to Wiſdome. 
To pꝛap, and fall, and watch, and hear, 
ind do as becometh him which ſhall Goztly 
give account of his Stewardſhip with cheer- 
fulnels to his Loꝛd and Paſter , and receive 
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Well done thou good and faithful ſervant en- 
ter ints the joy of thy Lord: this Gall be the 
reward of thoſe that apply their Hearts to 
wisdome. ; 

There is no ſuch enemy to Repentance as 
to think we have time enough hereafter , 
which makes a man ſay when any god mo⸗ 
tion cometh into his mind. J may ſtay pet a 
little longer and defer my Repentance, fo; 
J am Poung in my Vouth, if J do take a 
little pleaſure , why God is a merciful God, 
and he will pardon mp ſins if J truly repent, 
A map ſtap pet like the ſluggard, who turns 
upon his Bed like a Dooz upon the Yin- 
ges aud faith as in Prov. 6. v. 10. Yet a lit- 
tle more ſleep, a little more (lumber, I may 
lye ſtill a while, this is not to number our 
days, but to ſtretch our days, to make them 
ſeem moze then they are, and they that do ſs 
never apply their hearts to wisdome, ſo you 
ſce what a pzeſcrvative Moſes uſed againſt ſin 
andpleaſure, 

He kept a Kalendar as it were of his days 
which called upon him and ſaid, be diligent 
for thou haſt but a ſhort time here. Five 
things J note in theſe wo:ds, 
 Firff, that Death is the Haven of every 

| may 


that: bleed and joptul benediction of love, 
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| Mans Requeſt. 5 
Iman and woman whether they fit in the 
thꝛone, oꝛ live in a Cottage, at laſt we m uſt 
knock at Deaths doz as all our fathers have 
done befoze us. 

Secondly , that man's time is let and his 
5 _ appointed, beyond which he cannot 
„ pats. 
Thirdlp, that our dapes are but few as 
| | though we were ſent into the woꝛld but to 
| 
| 
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ſe it: ſhewing that it is an eaſie thing 
— a man to number his dapes, they be ſo 
few. 

Fourthly, the aptneſs of man to fozget 
Death, as we have often experienced, when 
one man ſhall ſay to another, do you remem⸗ 
ber where vou are to go to moꝛrow, the other 
| hall anſwer again and (ap, J pꝛoteſt J 
thought no moze of it then of mp Dping dap, 
and therefoze Moſes pzapeth to the Lo2d to 
teach him to number his dayes. 
| Fifthly and Lally, that to remember 
how ſhoꝛt a time we have to live, we map ap⸗ 
ply our hearts to that which is god, as ever p 
one had a dap ts come into this won d: fo 
| ſurely they ſhall have a dap to go out of 
this wozld, When Moſes had ſpoken of 
ſome vvhich lived feven hundꝛed pears and 
another chat lived eight hundꝛed years, and 
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comes in Mortuus eſt, he died. 

Therefoze the Apoſtle ſaith , we have here 
no abiding City, but we look for one to 
come, as aur Saviour ſaith , My Kingdome 
is not of this world, ſo we may ſap, our dwel⸗ 
ling is not of this wozld , but the ſoul ſoareth 
upward whence ſhe came, andthe body ftwp/ 
ech downward whence it came, our taber- 
nacles are made ts remove, every man isa 
tenant at will, and there is nothing ſure in 
Chis life but death, 

When Adam and Eve were thruſt out of 
Paradice by reaſon of their ſins, God cloa- 
thed them with the skins of dead Beaſts, 
which ſhewed them that now they were cloa- 
thed with Death, and that as the beaſts 
were dead, whole skins they woze (lo they 
ſhould dye alſo ) As Job. 17. verſe 14. I hall 
ſay to corruption thou art my father, and 
ſay tothe Worm, thou art my Mother, and 
Siſter. Which made Solomon to ſap, that 
he ſhould go the way of all the Earth, To 
which Iſaiah bears witneſs, crying all fleſh is 
graſs, chap. 49. verſ. 6. that is, it falleth, and 
is cut down like graſs. In this woꝛld we 
live and muſt dye, In Heaven we ſhall live 
and not dye ; bcfo:z Sin nothing could 
| change 


another that lived nine hundzed years, at laſt 
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change us, and now every thing doth 
change us. | 

Firſt, we war old, then we war Dpp, 
then we wax weak, then we wax fick, ſo 
we melt awip by Dzops at laſt; as we 
carrped others, ſo others carry us to aur 
Gꝛaves, that is the laſt bed that every man 
ſhall leep in. We map well be called Cart h⸗ 
en Ucſſels, fo2 we are ſon b:oken, we are 
like the Ice that thaweth a g:eat deal ſ@ncr 
then it froze, ſo theſe little woꝛlds, our 
Earthlp tabernacles are deftroped firſt, and 
at laſt the gꝛeat woꝛld ſhall be defroped too 
und all in it, which was made fo2 us ſhall pe⸗ 
riſh with us, what do you learn when pou 
think of this (but that which Moſes ſaith } 
apply your hearts to wiſdome. 

The ſecond note is, that the time of 
man is let, and his bounds appointed that 
be cannet paſs, and Jeremiah ſaith, they 
could not ſtand becauſe the day of their de- 
ſtruction is come, as all the pzomiles of God 
are conditional to take place if we repent 
not, 

The third point is, that our life is 
but a Go:t life, as many little ſculls, are in 
Golgotha 7s g:cat ſculls, that is as many 
young Childzen go to their gave, as Old 
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people the Parents mourn fo2 the death of - 


their Child:en as often as Childzen foz the 
death of their Parents ; What a gzeat 
change is this, that in Fourſcoze years, no 
one of us here that are hearers of this little 
Bonk ſhall be left alive, but others ſhall fill 
our Roms, and tread upon us as we tread 
upon others now: Pan dpeth when he 
thinks his Sun is a riſing : befoze his Exe 
is latisfped with ler ing, his Ear with hear⸗ 
ing, oz his heart with luſting, Death knocks 
at his doz, and will not give him one mi⸗ 
nutes reſpite to meditate an ercuſe befoze 
he comes to judgement; which ſhews 
- Shoztneſs and Uncertainty of Pan's 
ife, 

This was the Arethmatique of Yoly- 
men in fo:mer times to reckon their dapes , 
fo that their time might ſeem thozt, to 
make them apply their Hearts to Wiſe 

Ome. 

David numbzed his daps by a meaſure, 
My life ſaich he is like a ſpan long, Pſal. 39. 
v. 5. when he meaſured his life he ton not a 
Pole oꝛ an Ell, noꝛ apard to meaſure it by, 
but a ſhoꝛt meaſure, his ſhszt Span, My life 
is like a ſpan long: As ſome came into the 
Uinepard in the Poꝛning, ſome at * 

an 
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und ſome at night, ſo ſome go out of this 


Uinepard in the Bozning, ſome at Noon, and 
ſome at night, ſo that a pleaſant life may 
be compared but to a glozious day, and a 
ſszrowful life to a cloudy dap, and a long 
life to a Summers day, and a ſhozt life to a 
winters day; now why hath God appointed 
ſuch a ſhoꝛt time to man in the woꝛld, ſurely 
leaſt he ſhould defer- to do good as his man⸗ 
ner is, fo2 though his life be ſhoꝛt, pet he 
thinks he hath time enough to repent, The 
Prophet faith our years are but threeſcore 
and ten, as though they were but a little 
time to live, if our life were but a year , pet 
a Pear is moze by fifty one weeks then we 
uſe, all the reſt be loft, foz we defer our repen- 
tance till the laſt werk of the pear: it is ſaid 
of the Devil he is buſie, becanſe his time is 
ſhozt , but the time of man is ſhozter; and 
therefoze Chziſt ſaith, in this thy day, as 
though no dap could be called thy dap, but 
this day, and therefoze all that thou haſt to 
do, thou muſt do this day. Confider this all 
pe which travel towards Heaven, had we 
not need to make haſt, which muſt go ſuch 
a long journey in ſa ſhoxt a time, how can 
he chuſe but run which remembyech an 

£very 
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every day runneth awap with his life , how 
often doth the ſcripture put us in mind off # 
our death, and yet we no ſwner remember it 
but in a very ſhoꝛt time its foꝛget again; even u 
ſo it is with us, as the Fooll ſaith in his heart F 
there is no God, ſo we ſay in our hearts p 
there is no death, oz at leaſt death will not e 
come befoz2e we be old, of all numbers we }* 
cannot skill to number our dapes, we can f® 
number our Sheep, and our Oren, and our 
Toyn, but we think that our dapes are infi- f5 
nite, andtherefo:e we never go about to num- | 
ber them, we can number other mens days | 
and years, and think they will dye ere it be FF 
long, if we ſ& them fick, oꝛ ſoze, 02 old, but | 
We cannot number our own, 

Therekoze the Devil doth never teach a |! 
Alan to number his dayes, becauſe he gains 
by the foꝛgetkulneſs of death, but the Lord f 
which would have a man to apply his heart 
to Wiſdome, it is he which tracheth us ta m 
number our dayes, and therekoꝛe Moſes pꝛap⸗ 
unto him chat he might apply his heart unto 
Wildome , as if he ſhould lay, unttl men 
think upon death they never apply their 
hearts unto wilsome, but buſtes themſelves 
with woꝛldly matters as though they were 
feathering a neſt that ſhould never be _ 
do bon 
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binn, therofoze the way to get wiſdome is 
apply pour hearts unto it, as if it were 
ur Calling and Living, to which pou are 
und Pzentices, a man may apply his ears 
id His eyes, as many truants do their 
ks, and pet never pꝛove ſchollars, but 
hom that day which a man begins to apply 
is heart unto wildome, he learns moꝛe in a 
ſoneth after, then he did in a pear befoꝛe, 
w than ever he did in his life ; even as you 
te the wicked, becauſe they apply their hearts 
» wickedneſs how fall they pzoceed, how 
Aly and how quickly they become perfect 
vearers,.erpert Dꝛunkards, cunning De⸗ 
etvers, | 
So if we could apply our hearts as thꝛough⸗ 
to knowledge and goodnefs, we might 
come like to the Apoſtle that teacheth us, 
hercfoze when. Solomon ſheweth.men the 
way how to come by Wildome, he ſpeaks 
ten of the Heart, Give thy heart to wiſ- 
ome , let wiſdome enter into thy heart, get 
iſdome , keep wiſdome , embzace wiſdom, 
is like God's Daughter, that he 
veth to theanan that lo vech her, and ſuerh 
her, and meanech to ſet her at his Heart, 
thus we have learned how to apply Knows 
ledge that it map do us good ,-ndt to our ears 
| like 
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every day runneth away with his like, how 
often doth the ſcripture put us in mind 0 
our death, and pet we no ſoner remember it 
but in a very ſhoꝛt time its fo2got again; even 5 
ſo it is with us, as the Fooll ſaith in his heart P* 
there is no God, ſo we [ay in our hearts 
there is no death, oz at leaſt death will not Þ* 
come befoz2e we be old, of all numbers we e 
cannot skill to number our dapes, we can |* 
number our Sheep, and our Oren, and our Þ 
Toyn, but we think that our dapes are infi- r 
nite, andtherefo:e we never go about to num- | 
ber them, we can number other mens days | 
and years, and think they will dye ere it be 
long, if we ſer them fick, oz ſoze, oz old, but f 
we cannot number our own, 
Therefo!e the Devil doth never teach a | 
Alan to number his dapes, becauſe he gains 
bythe foꝛgetkulneſs of death, but the Lozd F 
Which would have a man to apply his heart. 
to Wiſdome, it is he which tracheth us to Þ 
number our dayes, and therefo:e Moſes pꝛay⸗ 
utito him chat he might apply his heart unto | 
Wiſdome, as if he ſhould ſay, until men |* 
think upon death they never apply their 
hearts unto wilsome, but buſtes themſelves 
with woz:ldly matters as though they were 
Fathering a neſt that ſhould never be 9 — N 
bown 
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.Swn , therofoze the way to get wildome is 
+ apply pour hearts unto it, as if it were 
Calling and Living, to which pou are 
und Pꝛentices, a man may apply his ears 
His eyes, as many truants do their 
Poks, and pet never pꝛove ſchollars, but 
om that day which a man begins to apply 
is heart unto wil dome, he learns moze in a 
poneth after, then he did in a year befoze, 
p than ever he did in his life ; even as you 
e the wicked, becauſe they apply their hearts 
z | wickedneſs how faſt they proceed, how 
aſtlp and how quickly they become perfect 
Þwearers, expert Dzunkards, cunning De- 
pivers, | 
Do if we could apply our hearts as thzough- 
p to knowledge and goodneſs, we might 
come like to the Apoſtle that teacheth us, 
hercfoze when. Solomon ſheweth.men the 
wp how to come by Wildome, he ſpeaks 
ten of the Heart, Give thy heart to wif- 
me , let wiſdome enter into thy heart, get 
biſdome , keep wiſdome , embzace wildom, 
nil dome is like God's Daughter, that he 
fiveth to the nan that lovech her, and ſuerh 
her, ard nieanech to ſet her at his Heart , 
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thus wo Have. learned howto apply Knows: 
edge that it may do us good, ndt to our ears 
| like 


like * which hear Sermons only; no: to 
our tougues like them which make kalle tab e 
of Religion , but to our hearts that we may ji 
ſap with the U irgin, My Heart doth magni- 
fy the Lord, and the heart will apply it to the as 
Ear, and to the tongue, as Chzilt ſaith , our 
of the abun lance of the hearc, the mouth | 
ſpeaketh. 

The laſt point is, that the remembyance e 
of death makes us to apply our hearts ta 
wiſdome, Moſes commanded not a manp 
books to a wiſe man Learned, but as David 
commends one baok inſtead of many Pedi⸗ | 
tations in the Law of God day and night. 
fo! the reading of many books (laith Solo- MW 
mon) is but wearinels tothe fleſh, therekoꝛe 
as though Moſes had marked what did movs'|! 
him mesft to ſeek after God, he pꝛayeth that 
that thought map run in his mind till the: |% 
remembꝛance of death, as many benefits'/* 
come unto us by death, ſo many benefits come: er 
unto us by the rememb2ance of death, and. 
this is one, viz. 

It maketh à man to apply his Heart to: 
wil dome; foz when he conſidereth that we | 
hath but a ſhoꝛt time to live; he is careful tu 
ſpend it well; like Moſes, ofxwhom it is ſaid, 
that when he conſidecev how he had but a ſpe 
on 


| 
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kn to live, he chals cather ta fuffer afs 
ions with the Servants of God, then to 
jop the pleaſure of ſin foz a ſecion., this 
that which makes the old Men graſt aud 
watch; 4 pzepare themiclves noe tbenpoung 
a, becauſe they think themſelves nearer 
be Gzave , like old ſaac which when he was 
d leg Age, laid unto Eſau, Beheld I am 
old and know not the day of my death, 
hat is, becauſe J am old 5 look to dye ſhoꝛt⸗ 
and therefozo as Iſæiah taught tzechias ta 
tall things in oꝛder befoze he died, fo he 
alled his eldeſt Son to whom he thoughe 
is Inheritance belouged that he might blela 
im befoze he dyed, this Wiſdom the Fas 
gers called the wisdom of the Craſs wyich 
be call the beſt , becauſe it was the deareſt 
\wught, it is hard foz a man to think of a 
bert like; and think evil, oz to think af a 
ſeremy had numbzed all the Calamities and 
ins of the Jews, at laſt he imputed all ta 
is Lamentations the x. and the 9. She re- 
embred not her end. So if J may judg 
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y Natural Pen care foꝛ nothing hutth 


temp, why great men care foz nothing bus 
5 their 


their Monoz and Dignityp, why-covetoius 
©"Wozldlings care foz nothing but their gain, 
why voluptious Epicures care foꝛ nothing 
but their pleaſure ; I may ſap with Jeremy, 
(they remember not their end) we never cv 
vet the ſame things living and dying, there | 

ze when Solomon had [poken of all the Aa 
nities of men, atlaſt he tells them all, Ec. 
cleſ. 11. v. 9. Remember that for all theſe]; 
things thou ſhalt come to judgment, as if he 
ſhould ſay, Pen would never ſpeak as they 
ſpeak, noz do. as they do, if they did but 
think their ſpeeches and deeds ſhould come 
to Judgment, as the Bird guideth her 
flight with her Trian, fo the Life of Pan 
is beſt directed with a continual recourſe untojj 
his end. N 
7 19 82134! 53 
7 Which is in the numb:ing of our daps, 
let us conſider what a Yarvelt we Have lol 
which: happply befoze this time we never 
maped with Moſes that the Lozd won 
teach un to number our days, ſo that whe 
= our hearts to wisdom, but a# 
the ud pear went, and a new pear came jhe 
ſ{o;we thlaught that a new year would followy 

The that 
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hat, and ſo we e think hat another will fol 
i, ow this, and ſo ati ou ae, dead 
* long ago. 


7 
41 This is not to number our days; but to 

&|movoke: God to thozten our days, chere are «&« 
+ but few here but have ſeen twenty years, 
vv if we had but every year learned one 

{*|Uertue ſtnce vve were bozn, vve might by 
if (this time have bern like Saints among 
: Pen, but the time is yet to come, when ve 
jall apply our hearts to Wisdom , to \Riches 
nd Pleaſure we have applyed our hearts, 
nl id our eyes and our ears, and our hands 


oO, but to Wisdom * have not applyed onr 


3 be many 0 but there ſhould 
ie no tauſe if vve had numbꝛed our days, 
Iz ſurely ik a man could perſuade him⸗ 
that this is the laſt day, as it map be 
1 not defer his Kepentance until 
Mo mozrobv , if he could think that this is his 
all Peal that ever he ſhould eat, He vvould 
ot Curfeit of it, if he could believe that 
he \. bbozds vvhich he dot ſpeak te day 
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ſhould be the laſt — he © — 
ſpesk he vvould not betend dich his tongue, 
if he could be perſu: ded that this Sermon | 
ſhould, be the laſt Sermon that ever he 
Hould hear, he vdo hear it beiter then | 
ever he heard am yet, whit each is in the 
body”,! the heart may apiily it (elf and the em | 
may apply it ſelf, and che ear may apply it bel, 
1 the hand apply it felf,: Wok | 
Wile it is light; J cap but 'admanith pou | 
with words, as John baptized with Water, 
—— pꝛaped the Lom to number his 
to you muſt pꝛay che Lord to teach you | 
ons pour Days, it nap be chat then f. 
— but twenty pears! ta ſerve God, wilt |! 
thou not live twenty pears like a Chriſt | 
an, that thor maill live a tyouſand pears [i 
like an Angel, it may de that thou haſt |þ« 
bet ten pears to ſerve him, Wilt! mithen 
ſerv? ten ytars kor Veaven vuhich wum 
ſer ve twenty pears fot a Farm. it map he 
chat ti ou half but f ve nears viell to redeem 
all chy feꝛmer miſpeut years vwherehy to 
gain an Eternal being in Heaven, pet Gol 
boty knovv vvhether many here reſent 81 
any here pꝛeſent have ſo long to 1ive ,-to 
repent 


V I SEQMUEL 9 17 


vent fo: all the pears be habe ſpent in 
, if thou wer't bozn to day, thy journey 
not an hundꝛed pears, ik thou be a Pan 
thy time is ſpent already, if thou be an 
| ÞPan, then thou art æawing to thy Ann, 
ud thy Race is but a Bꝛeach, therefoze as 
ſchꝛiſt ſaid to his Diſciples, when he found 
hem fleeping, (Could ye not Watch one 
four) ſo J ſay to my ſelf and to pou all here 
geſent, can vve not pꝛay, can vve not ſut⸗ 
fr a little vvhile, he vvhich is tired can tra⸗ 
el a little vvay, a little further, one ſtep 
noꝛe foꝛ a Kingdom , fo) this God vvould not 
| ſave Men knovv vvhen they ſhall dye ( be- 
t auſe they ſhould make Ready at all times 
ſaving no moꝛe certaintyof one Hour chen 
[mother , therefo:e our Savio: ſairh , Watch, 
cauſe ye know not when the Lord will come 
$ [rake you, and judg you. 
ö 
t 
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| Þappp are they vvhich hear the Moꝛd 
nd keep it, thus you ſe that Death is the 
alt upon Earth, that che time of Pan is 
kt, that his Race is ſhoꝛt, that he thinks 
tot of it, that if he did remember it, it 
nould make him apply his mind to Good 
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as he doch to Evil. and novv'J end as! 
began, N | 50 
N The Lord teach us to number our days, | 
that we may apply our hearts to Wiſdom, 
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A Catalogue of Books, ſold 


by John Clarke at the H 
and Bible in VVeſt- Smith 
Short view of Gods Fndgments exes 


Field. 
cuted upon open and notorious off en- 


by 
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ors, 
| 2. Chriſts voice to England, cal- 
ling for Repentance, 
3. God's Fuſtice againſt Muriher, or the 
Hoody Apprentice Executed. | 
4. Gods Alarum to all drem ſie and fecure 
Sinners. | 
5- The Hartford-ſhire Wonder, 
6. The Goaly Mans Reque ſt. 
7. The Young Mans Moniter, or 4 word 
of Advice to Touth. | 
Theſe ſeven Books are of fingular uſe to be 
read and pratticea in theſe ſad and diſnpal 


times; 


